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Chair’s message 
 
 
It’s been a privilege to Chair IABC Asia Pacific and to 
work with the first regional board in some years as well 
as chapter leaders and members. 
 
Our region is the largest and most diverse, rich with 
talent, and brimming with fresh ideas.  Our role as an 
IABC region is to help local chapters and members 
thrive and provide a regional voice into IABC. 
 
A highlight has been the Regional Leadership Institute held in Sydney in November 
2015, sparking greater connection across APAC. We were thrilled to have IABC 
Chair, Michael Ambjorn, tour Australia and New Zealand, and join us at the 
Leadership Institute. Michael was deeply impressed with the can-do attitude and 
talent of IABC members he met. 
 
Our membership has grown from 720 to 820 this year. We are financially stable, and 
have been able to invest in activities and scholarships to support our members to 
attend the Regional Leadership Institute and the World Conference in New Orleans.  
 
The Asia Pacific is acknowledged within IABC as a powerhouse because of our 
achievements, including the many talented people from our region shining on the 
world stage as leaders, Fellows, and Award winners. 
 
It’s truly heartening to see new leaders coming forward, to see the passion and 
connections growing and our momentum building. I think 2016-2017 will be a year 
of even greater achievement. Thank you! 
 
 
Leanne Joyce 
IABC APAC Chair 2015-2016 
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Bula Vinaka, Welcome to IABC Fiji 
A star is born. IABC APAC was delighted to welcome Fiji as a new development 
chapter for Pacific Island communicators. The chapter has started drawing great 
interest from communicators across Fiji and will begin a formal membership drive 
in July. 

 

 
 
Leadership Institute and reception 
 
The first Leadership Institute in three years was held in Sydney in November 2015 
and attracted 35 people from across the region. With inspiring leadership from IABC 
Chair, Michael Ambjorn, who visited every chapter in Australia and NZ, the LI 
created energetic connection across a diverse region and shaped APAC’s strategic 
priorities for the coming year. 

A comprehensive report on the LI was produced for all members. In addition to 
creating new connections between chapters, hearing first hand from the Global 
IABC Chair, a number of strategic priorities emerged as a focus for the Regional 
Board and Chapter Leaders.  These goals include coordinating international expert 
speaking tours, professional development, sponsorship, greater consistency and 
alignment, and collaboration. 
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APAC World Conference Workshop 
With nearly 40 World Conference participants visiting New Orleans, IABC Asia Pacific 
took the chance to hold a workshop aimed at building connections and sharing 
ideas to build chapters and promote more professional development programs. 

 

The program included sharing highlights and challenges with each chapter, Gold 
Quill highlights, how social media can be developed across IABC APAC networks, 
and insights into cross-cultural communications in Asia Pacific.  

 

 

Professional Development, Awards and Recognition  
GCCC CMP Certification 

The APAC Region had two graduates of the GCCC CMP certification held in 
association with the LI - Patricia Mallam from Fiji, and Mardi Stewart from Canberra. 

Regional Leadership 

At the 2016 IABC Leadership Institute Asia Pacific Regional Chair Leanne Joyce was 
named Regional Leader of the Year. The Award recognises a leader who has gone 
above and beyond,  has the ability to rally leaders from around the region, to work 
together effectively. 

 

The 2016 Region Leader of the Year was for someone 
who has taken a struggling region and built 
foundations that have allowed the region to grow 
and prosper. Engagement within the region from 
chapters, their leaders, and members is extremely 
high, due to Leanne’s enthusiasm and passion.  

 

Jennifer Andrewes of Wellington, New Zealand, 
received a merit award  foro Membership Marketing 
at the annual Chapter Management Awards.  

Michael Ambjorn, IABC Chair,  
Jennifer Andrewes –  
Wellington, Leanne Joyce – 
Region Leader and Carlos 
Fulcher IABC CEO) 
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Gold Quill Award Winners 

Communicators from Asia Pacific performed strongly in the 2016 Gold Quill Awards. 
There were 31 winners across the Asia Pacific Region:  Hong Kong:1, India:2, 
Philippines 3, New Zealand 8 and Australia 17. 

Gold Quill winners are communication practitioners who are living testament to 
IABC’s mission, that communication can be a force for good in business and society. 
They deliver strategic impact for their organizations and clients, taking 
communication to the next level. 

The diversity of awards and overall high standards of work from entrants is a 
reflection of the professionalism of communicators across Asia Pacific. 

Business Issue Award 
Winner 
Cabrini Health 
(Australia) Louise 
Gates 
Entry: “Let's Go Cabrini: 
Accreditation 2015” 
 
 
 
 

The Jake Wittmer 
Award 
Winner: ANZ 
(Australia) Paul 
Edwards, Amanda 
Gome, Francesca Rizzo, 
Stella Walsh, Melissa 
McCann, Darren 
Sibson, Shane White 
Entry: “Notable 
Women” 

Boutique Agency of the 
Year (five or fewer 
employees) 
Michael Metzger, 
Metzger 
Communications, 
Otago, New Zealand 
2016 IABC Chairman’s 
Award 

 

The Chairman’s Award 

The Chairman’s Award for contributions to IABC that have had a global impact 
advancing the association and the profession was award to Ginger Homan ABC, and 
Jennifer Andrewes of Wellington, New Zealand. Jennifer “raised the bar in terms of 
height and breadth reached.  

 

Opening doors for IABC with leading government 
departments, blue chip corporates and agenda-
setting non-profits – and those who influence them 
as strategic advisors.  

 

This is true leadership both advancing and 
enhancing the profession. Congratulations Jennifer! 
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IABC Fellows 

IABC India South’s Bish Mukherjee was named an IABC Fellow at the 2016 World 
Conference.  

 

 

Gold Quill Evaluation 

IABC Gold Quill Blue Ribbon Evaluation Panels consisted of eighteen volunteers and 
two co-chairs. The region was represented by Australia, Phillipines, New Zealand 
and India. Co-chairs Monika Lancucki and Jonathan Champ coordinated two panel 
events and further virtual pairings ensured distance was no barrier to the evaluation 
process.   

We recognise the efforts of all evaluators:  

Meryl David, Anthea Cudworth, Anne Kennedy-Perkins, Tracey Sen, Mardi Stewart, 
Ayllie White, Jennifer Andrewes, Julie Weldon, Zora Artis, Danielle Bond, Justin 
Rogers, Allison Geddes, Lorri Lennon, Villarico Ronquillo, Rajeev Kumar, Shaun 
Jones, Jo Curkpatrick . 

 

Congratulations to all of the outstanding communicators from across the 
region for demonstrating the international quality and commitment of 
communication professionals.  
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Our priority for 2016-17: an IABC Regional Conference  

This year we began planning for a Regional Conference for APAC.  In addition to 
conversations with Leaders throughout the region, a survey was conducted to 
identify member interest and preferences for such an event.  Following is a 
summary of the results. 

• 74% of survey respondents indicated that they were interested in attending 
a regional conference 

• The three preferred countries to hold the event were: 
Singapore (25%) 
Australia (25%) 
Hong Kong (24%) 

• Most respondents would prefer to attend the conference in October (32%) 
and on a Wednesday to Friday (32%). 

Based on the feedback received we are exploring options to hold a Conference in 
Singapore in late 2016 or early 2017. Watch this space! 
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About IABC Asia Pacific 

Our 13 chapters in 8 countries around the region help business communicators 
grow their careers and connect with colleagues around the globe. We have nearly 
820 members and growing. 

Chapters include 

New Zealand: North New Zealand (Auckland), South Island New 
Zealand (Christchurch), and Wellington (New Zealand) 
Australia:  New South Wales (Sydney, Australia), Victoria (Melbourne, Australia), 
Canberra (Australia), Queensland (Brisbane, Australia) 
Fiji 
Hong Kong  
India South  
India West  
Japan  
Malaysia  
Philippines  
 
We also have members-at-large in: Singapore, China, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Indonesia and Thailand. 

 

 
 

www.asiapacific.iabc.com 


